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" killed " by being burned. The ashes are collected and placed
in individual coconut shells with a short stick through their
middle. These coconuts are then wrapped in white cloth, deco-
rated with flowers, and provided with a gold knob at the top,
a gold ring with a ruby, a string of about two hundred iepengs,
an image representing the dead drawn on a sandalwood slab, and
a label of palm-leaf bearing the name of the person. This is the
selcar, a " blossom/'2 When ready, the selcars are placed on
silver platters, the relatives make a ceremonial reverence to them,
and they are deposited on the high stage, which is now filled
with expensive silks and offerings. At the muJcur of the Radja
of Djerokuta we saw glasses of foreign commodities such as
whisky, brandy, and gin.

After the night of vigil spent in watching dramatic perform-
ances, listening to music, and so forth, the priest performs his
most powerful mantras, the relatives pray, and the selcars are
brought down, each member of the family placing one over his
or her head to absorb their beneficial influence. They are then
broken up, burned, and the ashes placed again in a new seJcar
identical with the former. These are placed on the white and
gold biers and again a great procession starts off for the sea, often
miles away, with the same mad recklessness as when the corpses
were carried to be cremated. The procession stops at the seashore
and the selcars are brought down, placed on a boat, and taken
out to the open sea, where they are thrown into the waters, far
enough so that they will not be washed ashore. The biers are
again dismantled and burned. All the accessories are destroyed;
nothing must remain, and what is not broken up is burned.
Special patrols are appointed to destroy whatever is returned by
the waves.

The ceremony over, the happy participants, now relieved of
their strenuous duties, take a general bath just at the water's edge,
the women unconcerned in a group just a few yards away from

2 The se&ar or puspa, meaning literally a " blossom," is symbolical of the spirit
of the deceased and is the same as the shraddha, the urn-like object seen in the hands
of the ancient statues of deified Javanese and Balinese kings.